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BISHOP AUGUSTUS GOTTLIEB SPANGENBERG. 

CONTRIBUTED BY JOHN W. JORDAN. 

Augustus Gottlieb Spangenberg was born July 15, 1704, in 
Klettenberg, Saxony, and was the youngest son of the Rev. 
George Spangenberg, the resident Lutheran pastor. In 1714 
he entered the Grammar School at Ilefeld, where he com- 
pleted his preliminary studies, and in 1722 was admitted at 
the University of Jena, graduating in 1726. Six years 
later we find him a Professor in the University at Halle. 
Uniting with the Moravian Church in 1733, he soon rose to 
eminent position. Early in the year 1735, he was des- 
patched with a small colony to settle on a tract of 500 acres 
on the Ogeechee River, granted to Zinzendorf by the Trustees 
of Georgia. In the spring of 1736, he sailed for Pennsyl- 
vania to labor among the Schwenkfelders, whom Zinzendorf 
had received on his estate on their banishment from Silesia, 
and who in 1734 had emigrated and settled within the 
present limits of Montgomery County. While here he was 
deputed to hold a visitation on St. Thomas, and sailed for 
the West Indies in August, returning in November fol- 
lowing. After making a visit of four months in 1737 to 
Vol. viii.— 16 ( 233 ) 
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the colony in Georgia (which was subsequently abandoned 
after the breaking out of war between England and Spain), 
he closed his labors among the Schwenkfelders, and was in 
August of 1739 recalled to Europe. After Zinzendorfs 
return from his visit to America in 1743, Spangenberg was 
consecrated a bishop, June 15, 1744, and sent to Pennsylvania 
for the second time. In October he visited the mission 
stations in New York and Connecticut, the first established 
by his church, among the aborigines of America. During 
the summer of 1745 he also visited the Council at Onondaga 
to obtain their consent to the contemplated removal of the 
Indian Mission to the Wyoming Valley. 1 It was w T hile on 
this journey that his guides Shikellmy and his son Andrew, 
and Andrew Montour, gave him the name of T'gerhitontie, 
signifying " a row of standing trees." In this connection 
it may be also stated that he was familiarly called by his 
brethren, " Brother Joseph." While a deputation of chiefs 
of the Six Nations were in Philadelphia, in July of 1749, he 
held an interview with them in the parsonage of the Mora- 
vian church, when the compact made with Zinzendorf in 1742 
was renewed, that Moravian missionaries be allowed to re- 
side in Onondaga to perfect themselves in the study of the 
Indian language. Shortly after he sailed again for Europe, 
returning to America for the third time in 1751, the shortest 
of all his visits. In addition to his other duties, in 1752 he 
visited western North Carolina to inspect the tract of over 
90,000 acres which the church had purchased from Earl 
Granville, on which to build settlements. Spangenberg's 
fourth and last sojourn in America fell between 1754 and 
1762, during a portion of which time Pennsylvania became 
the scene of contest between the English and the French 
with their Indian allies, for territorial aggrandizement. 

The Indian Mission which had always been an object of 
special regard by Spangenberg was now placed in a peculiarly 
trying position. The Indians in the French interests sum- 

1 For " Spangenberg's Notes of Travel to Onondaga in 1745," refer to 
Penna. Magazine, Yol. II. p. 425. 
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moned the Moravian converts to desert their settlements and 
withdraw within the Indian country, under the penalty of 
being treated as enemies. But few comparatively obeyed 
the summons, so firmly were they attached to their teachers 
and to the Church which had cared for them faithfully, both 
in temporal and spiritual things. A strong feeling was also 
aroused against the mission by a class of whites who were 
interested in the degradation of the Indian and opposed to 
the enlightening inflnences of the missionaries. The Indian 
converts were accused of being in league with the French, 
and deserving of being treated as common enemies. The 
massacre at the mission on the Mahoning in a measure 
counteracted this unjust charge. These troubles entailed 
upon the Moravians serious pecuniary loss, and for several 
years paralyzed their domestic as well as missionary enter- 
prise's. 

Much of the correspondence which took place between 
Bishop Spangenberg and the Colonial Government relating 
to Indian affairs has been published, but we give the sub- 
stance of his remarks to the Bethlehem congregation on 
December 19th, 1755, immediately after the massacre at 
Gnadenhiitten, and a copy of a letter addressed a few days 
later to friends in New York who had sent a wagon loaded 
with arms and ammunition to Bethlehem, bidding the con- 
gregation "go forth and fight the Indians." 1 These, and 
two letters addressed to the Rev. Jacob Rogers, pastor of the 
Moravian Church in Philadelphia, will furnish the reader 
with prominent points in the character of the man who 
occupies so conspicuous a position in the history of the 
American Province of the Moravian Church. 

1 It is well known that the Moravians were averse to bearing arms, and 
that they regarded offensive warfare as incompatible with the teachings of 
the religion of Jesus Christ. During the Indian wars they acted on the 
defensive, stockaded exposed parts of their settlements, and kept constant 
watch day and night to prevent surprise and avoid repelling an attack. 
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Substance of remarks by Bishop Spangenberg, December 19, 1755. 

1. " I have observed to my sorrow that some of you have 
somewhat of repugnance to the Indians. Cast out this 
leaven ! 

2- " The Indian Brethren and Sisters, whom the Lord has 
V. i ought us from Gnadenhiitten, we must regard as a brand 
snatched from the fire. They are the remnant of the many 
tears, prayers, & toil that has been spent on this people. 
They are come to us from fidelity. 

3. u I know that some of the Brethren say — Yes ! had we 
but more guns 1 Had we but more people ! But /say — Not 
so, my Brethren, it may displease the Lord ! On this very 
account he might allow the enemy to attack, where we think 
we are most efficiently secured. 

44 As long as God guarded round about Job, his house, his 
all, neither Satan, nor man, nor beast, nor the elements could 
do him harm. As soon, however, as the Lord gave Satan lib- 
erty concerning all he had, the enemy from Arabia came 
& killed the men & drove oft* the cattle ; a fire from Heaven 
came & devoured the flocks & shepherds. Then came 
the Chaldeans in three squads, & slew and plundered ; then 
came a wind & prostrated the houses & killed all his children. 
This was written for our comfort. As long as the Lord 
watches round about us and ours, no Devil, no mortal, no 
fire, no wind, no beast, no water — in short, nothing can do 
ought to us. 

u If the Lord only be right satisfied with us, I fear nothing 
in the world ! Were the Indians this minute a million, and 
were their cruelties a thousand fold atrocious, I would not 
fear them and they would be unable to do us ought !" 

Letter to friends in New York. 
44 My dear Brethren & Sisters, — 

" I think it necessary to be plain with you, for I observe 
that some of you do not know what to make of the Brethren. 
I have received letters in one day, all written in love, & 
out of tender concern for us, but in substance opposite to one 
another. Some of them advised us to make no resistance to 
the barbarous enemy, but rather to come away from our 
settlements. Others write us to stand upon our defence, & 
to oppose such wicked and abominable creatures who are 
doing the work of their father, who was a murderer from 
the beginning. 

44 We know, God be thanked, what we are doing, & are 
not in doubt about the course we should pursue. Our 
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Saviour is with us & we feel both in private and in public 
His Gracious Presence. His Spirit is not less to us than a 
tender mother guiding us into all truth according to our 
Saviour's gracious promise. We have his w T ord, which 
certainly is truth, & we can depend upon it that we shall 
not be misled if acting according to his dictates, & we need 
not now first inquire what his designs are in regard to us, 
but he made us sensible of his purposes before these troubles 
broke in upon us. 

u We are of opinion that governments ought to protect 
their subjects. Ilulers are servants of God, & the sword is 
given them by a Superior Power, who is King of Kings & 
Lord of Lords. This sword given them they hold not in 
vain, but they are to protect the weaker ones & save the 
innocent. It is not only permitted unto them to oppose and 
punish all such as will hurt, kill, steal, &c, but it is their 
duty to do so, & if they neglect this their office they will 
be answerable for it to their Master. 

" A minister of the Gospel is a sheep sent among wolves, 
who is to be prudent like a serpent & harmless like a dove. 
His arms are not carnal but spiritual. & he conquers by no 
other weapons than by the blood of the Lamb, by the sword 
of the Gospel, by faith in Christ, by prayers, & by tears. 
If one smites him on the right cheek he is to turn him the 
other also. If one takes away his coat he is to give him also 
his cloak. Confer Matthew, v t 38, 39. Such an one, if he 
would handle weapons becoming a soldier, would show his 
ignorance of his commission. 

" A common man such as they call a layman, if he hath 
wife or children, is to provide for his family & to protect 
them against mischief. It would not be right in him to see 
his wife ravished by a wicked fellow and to sit still at it. 
It would be very wrong in him if wicked wretches should 
fall upon his children & he be indolent & patient at the 
murdering of them. If it is right in a pastor to kill rather 
a wolf than to see the lambs killed, it is certainly right for 
a father to stand up for the life of his children. 

"Now I will tell you what we have been doing hitherto 
since our Brethren were killed and burned at the Mahoning. 
We have received those that escaped the cruel hands of the 
savages with great thankfulness to the Lord. We have 
praised the Lord for taking so many of our Brethren & 
Sisters all at once like a sacrifice to himself. We have 
mourned for those poor creatures who were Satan's instru- 
ments in doing evil ; & oh how we wish they may once 
repent & be pardoned ! 
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"When we were told how the enemy had boasted that 
they certainly would have done with all the Forks, especially 
with Bethlehem & Nazareth, before the Great Day (they 
mean Christmas), we committed our life & all into the hands 
of our good Saviour believing that there is no one to save 
us from the wicked one but He alone. Then we agreed to 
be on our guard & to keep good watch, thinking that to be a 
means of deterring the enemy. And we hope that the Lord 
hath blessed our endeavors, poor as they are, for that purpose. 

u The watchmen then proposed whether it would not be 
good to have some guns, partly to give a signal to the rest of 
the guard, partly to hinder the cruel enemy from falling 
upon the Sisters & children, & using them after his abomi- 
nable manner. They said ' what shall we do ? If the savages 
would be satisfied with taking our lives it might be so ; but 
shall we leave our Sisters & our children a prey to their 
devilish designs?' I could not say, Let the savages do what 
they please with our Sisters & our children. No indeed! 
For how could a father or a husband do so & not think 
himself guilty of neglecting his duty ? But this I have told 
my Brethren. Pray rather to God that he may send fear 
& trembling upon the enemy & thereby keep him a great 
way from us, for I should neither like to see an Indian, nor 
one of my Brethren nor their wives and children, killed at 
Bethlehem, at Nazareth, or at any of our places ! 

" We do not trust in weapons nor in arms. For we know 
for certain that if the Lord will have us suffer, no arms will 
keep us free. If He will have us safe, not all the devils will 
be able to hurt us in the least. What could Satan do to 
Job, to his children, & to his cattle, & his horses, before 
he was permitted by God? But after he was told that they 
had been given into his hands he soon made away with all 
that Job had in the world. 

" We cannot remove from Bethlehem and Nazareth with 
such a body of men, women, & children. Where should 
we go to be safer? Here we know Providence has placed us. 
Should we think ourselves more secure in the towns, & 
should we expose our children to the temptations & wicked 
practices so common there & finally should we throw our- 
selves into the hands of men to live dependent upon their 
goodness & their mercy? No! We would rather fall into 
the hands of the Lord. Who knows but He will preserve us 
alive for the good of this whole Province, & how many 
thanks will be given to Him if He does ! 

" Now, my dear Brethren & Sisters, as I have told you 
my. heart & the heart of my Brethren & Sisters, I thank 
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you for sympathizing so much with us in our present 
situation. The tokens of your compassion were welcome & 
I wish you many blessings for them. Continue in your love, 
& let your prayers & our prayers be offered for one com- 
mon object, viz.: that the Lord may rebuke the wicked 
Prince of Darkness who is the great leader of these idolaters 
that are now crying against Christ's people ; and that He 
may fill these poor ignorant wicked creatures with fear & 
trembling, and thus cause them to return to their hills & 
mountains as the proper companions of wolves & bears, & 
other wild beasts, till the Lord please to open their eyes and 
to call them from the power of Satan into his glorious King- 
dom. 

" Bethlehem, Dec. 23, 1755. SPANGENBERG." 

To the Reverend Jacob Rodgers. 
"My dear Bro. Rodgers 

"The use of the pulpit in the English Church would be 
very acceptable, if the Commissary of the Bishop of London 
had offered it unto you. But if Mr. Robinson hath differ- 
ences with his minister, and will bring in some body to 
grieve him, I think we cannot be his Tool. For w T hat should 
we think of it if Sam'l Powell would bring in a man to preach 
in our Pulpit? Would we like it? We ought to take 
care, that we do not appear, as if we would make advantage 
of the Divisions now subsisting in the English Church at 
Philadelphia. This is in answer to what I read both in your 
journal & in your letter to me about this affair. 

" July 19th, 1760. JOSEPH." 

" Bethlehem, January 25, 1761. 
" My dear Bro. Rodgers, 

" The last news I had from Carolina came by a letter of 
Bro. Ettweins d.d., Nov. 20, a. c. * * * My poor brethren 
and sisters at Jamaica, I pity them very much on account of 
the loss they had lately with the vessel taken by a French 
privateer. It would be better for the French privateers to 
take something else than the letters & other writings of 
the Brethren, however, such is the case of our Times, till the 
Lord pleases to restore peace again. 

" Asforour endeavorsinPhiladelphiatoaequaintmany poor 
things with their Lord and Saviour, I know very well that 
this is a hard Task. The Genius of the People is as Horace 
says: Ocives! cives! qucerenda pecunia primum, virtus post 
nurnmos. And when they set their minds upon religion 
they will prefer the way of works, before the way of faith. 
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For the way of works makes a show, & People can say : 
What can we do ? We are poor sinful creatures ! 

" However, I think a Pulpit in Philadelphia is worth a 
great deal. There comes now one & then another to hear, 
& the Gospel being the power of God can't be without 
Blessings. But my dear Brother, think of Corinth ! Think 
of Rome ! Were the people better there than they are now 
at Philadelphia, and yet, by the Gospel, a fine flock was 
gathered there for our Lord. Think of London! Think 
of Berlin! Think of Copenhagen! What sort of people 
live there ? The same as in Philadelphia : and yet fine con- 
gregations are actually there now. Let your tears & 
prayers go before your preaching. Let the words which you 
speak, be sprinkled by the blood of the Lamb. * * * If 
it be so as you think, that the English will soon be prevailed 
upon by the Gospel, whenever a fresh awakening by his 
grace shall begin, than the Germans, it will make me very 
glad. For I am extremely sorry, that so little has been done 
amongst the English, since the time the Brethren came to 
America. One young man, John Levering, who is now in 
Jamaica, was gained from the English, & that is all. Old 
England hath given more fellow-labourers in one year than 
America in twenty years from the English Nation. 

" I think, however, the fault is not altogether in the Eng- 
lish people residing in America. Not so much care hath 
been taken of them, as might have been done. Many would 
have made good Brethren, had they come in Time out of the 
circumstances which kept them entangled. For what can 
become of them, when they continue in the Towns, where 
everything is apt to ruin them, even their nearest relations ? 

"I must conclude my letter, being 

"My dear brother 

"Your affectionate brother 
" JOSEPH." 

In 1763, Bishop Spangenberg was recalled to Germany to 
take his seat in the Supreme Executive Board of the church 
to which he had been elected, and in which he served until 
his death, 18th September, 1792. Endowed with rare and 
manifold talents; a ripe scholar; possessed of sound judg- 
ment and great decision of character ; throughout his pure 
and self-sacrificing career, Spangenberg exhibited untiring 
zeal and unfaltering devotion to both the temporal and 
spiritual welfare of his church. 



